Cataloging manuscripts in RDA
There are a large number of major problems when it comes to cataloging music manuscripts in RDA. The Descriptive Cataloging for Rare Materials (Music) manual [DCRM(M)] only exists in draft form. Even more problematically, it was created for AACR2, and only includes a few references to RDA. There seems to be no concrete method that catalogers are using to navigate their way between RDA and the DCRM. The DCRM website itself presents two options:
1) Continue to catalog according to the (AACR2-specific) DCRM rules, and modify only access points for RDA. 
2) Use the provisions in the BIBCO standard record (BSR), following them consistently throughout the entire record. The record should be coded jointly $e rda and $e dcrmb. (This is already a problem, because there is no $e dcrmm yet). 
For use here at ECU, option 1 seems undesirable, especially as our library and the world continues to shift toward RDA. So the best option would be to go with (2), which combines RDA and BIBCO standards with DCRM – the only problem is that it’s predicated on DCRM(B) and not DCRM(M). So let’s see what local rules we can come up with that combine the best of the BSR, RDA, and DCRM(M). 
The BSR and rare materials
BIBCO allows for the DCRM to override RDA in two areas. The alternative to 1.7.1 allows for catalogers to use their own manual for transcription rules, while allows for DCRM transcription rules, and the BSR at 3.4 also allows for one to use the DCRM’s rules for recording extent, rather than RDA’s. However, they only allow this with an added encoding – because $e dcrmb is the only available code right now, these exceptions can only be used with books. All other rare materials should follow the BSR.
Rare materials: BSR recommends following the alternatives to RDA 1.8.1 and 1.8.2, which allows one to directly transcribe numerals in any form that they are recorded on the resource. 
Do not abridge titles for rare materials. 
Record book format (3.12) when it can be determined. 
DCRM(M)
Always record: title proper, date of publication/distribution or production, extent, size. 
0B2.2: If describing an imperfect manifestation, make decisions based on a more perfect copy
0C2.2: For a score and parts (or set of parts), use as the chief source the part that provides the most information (usually the score). 
0C3: No title page, and no title page substitute, use, in order of preference: caption, cover, colophon, other preliminaries, other source within resource, reference source. 
0D: For manuscripts written in an original hand, transcribe only writing from that hand, and put in brackets other handwriting and date in a note, if possible. 
0G1.1: Do not add other accents/diacritical marks not in the source. 
0G1.2: For symbols that can’t be replicated, use square brackets with a description. 
0G1.3: Transcribe sharp and flat signs directly next to the key they modify. Record any letters representing keys in the upper-case, unless they are a minor key represented by a lower case on the chief source of information. 
0G3.1: Transcribe punctuation as it appears on the source; add punctuation if necessary for clarity. 
0G3.5: Do not transcribe ellipses or square brackets; use a dash or parentheses, respectively. 
0G6.2: For indecipherable words or conjectural words, use a question mark in square brackets: [?] or [rum?]
0G7.1: Do not use [sic] for inaccuracies; transcribe the inaccuracy as stated and use a note to correct, adding an alternative title if necessary. 
1B1.3: If changing the order of elements (medium, date, opus no.) for title, and they’re significantly different from what’s on the title page, add a note explaining how the title is actually transcribed. 
1B2: Make a note on the source of the title if it is a “title page substitute.”
1B5.1: If no title can be found, for vocal works, use the opening words if this is a “reasonably distinctive title.”
If no words, if it is a type, than create a title according to the rules for the uniform titles for music. 
If not a type, than devise a title. 
1F1: Transcribe statements of responsibility in the form in which they appear. 
If statement of responsibility does not come from the title page, record it in a note. 

4A2.3: For manuscripts, transcribe place/date of production, according to same rules. 
4B2: Transcribe place of production, including any initial prepositions (e.g., “In Milano”)
4B5: “Supply in square brackets the name of the country, state, province, etc., after the name of the place if it is considered necessary for identification.”
4H1: Optionally provide place of production if none there. 
4H2: Transcribe or supply date of production; if two or more dates, transcribe span encompassing all the dates. 

5B1.1: For a manuscript, account for every leaf original to the manuscript. 
Physical description: do not distinguish it as a manuscript in the extent field; instead, use the appropriate term from the “format of notated music” list. 
5B1.5: Describe a score and/or part with leaves numbered on both sides, or with leaves unnumbered and with musical notation on both sides, in terms of pages. Describe a score and/or part with leaves numbered n one side only, or with leaves unnumbered and musical notation on one side only, in terms of leaves. If there are sequences in more than one kind of numbering, record each sequence in its appropriate term as pages or leaves. (see RDA 3.4.5.2 to read more about pages or leaves)
5b1.7: Use pagination for a part if there is only one, but not if there is more than one. 
RDA 3.4.5.3.1: Use “unnumbered” instead of square brackets when counting unnumbered pages. 
5D1.2: Measure height of pages in cm; if height of binding differs by more than 3 cm, specify both: “12 cm bound to 20 cm”
7A5.1: Use note field to refer to other editions. 
7B1.1: Note form of composition/medium of performance.
7B1.3: If the music is for solo instruments, record all of them if no more than eleven would be listed.”
7B12.5.2: For manuscripts, identify the handwriting, using terms such as “autograph manuscript,” “copyist’s manuscript” or “manuscript in an unidentified hand.” Optionally, identify the type and color of the writing implements. 
7B17: Give a brief summary of the content of the resource, if considered important. Some or all notes may be incorporated into a summary for a manuscript. 
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